Changes in otoacoustic emissions in a transsexual male during treatment with estrogen.
Otoacoustic emissions (OAEs) were monitored in two human males undergoing estrogen treatment prior to sex-reversal surgery. In one subject, multiple spontaneous emissions (SOAEs) appeared where none had been evident previously. One reasonable interpretation is that (in this male, at least) androgens normally produced a suppressive effect on the cochlear mechanisms responsible for SOAEs, and that the decline in androgen levels produced by the estrogenic drug led to a reduction in that suppression.